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P r o gr am 

Toccata                                                                     Leo Sowerby (1895 ð 1968) 

 
Trio Sonata in C Major, BWV 529                 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 ð 1750) 
             

           I. Allegro 
 

           II. Largo 
 

           III. Allegro 

 
Fantasia and Fugue in G Minor, BWV 542     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 ð 1750) 

 
Piece in the form of a Habañera                                Maurice Ravel (1875 ð 1937)  
                                                                                      arr. Christopher Houlihan 

 
Romance and Final, from Symphony No. 4, opus 32         Louis Vierne (1870 - 1937) 
 
 
 
 

"Clearly a talented young player, and one admires his controlled tempi allowing the   
music to speak clearly....flair and polish...some fine playing with stylish touches of     

registration and rubato." Choir & Organ, London, 2009 
 

"Enormous talent...an amazing musician and performer....the audience should be       
prepared to be mesmerized." The Republican, Springfield MA, 2009 

 
"Organist's star rises high, quickly...rising star of the organ world who already has his 

own fan club" Cincinnati Enquirer, 2009 
 

"An exciting young international organist...he travels across America and into Europe 

thrilling audiences with his skill and vivacity." Chicoppe Register, MA, 2009  

 

"A world -renowned organist." Hartford Magazine, 2009 
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Christopher Houlihan is one of the brightest stars in the new generation of American organists 
and was booked to perform from coast to coast during his debut season under professional 
representation. 
 

During his senior year of college he made his   
orchestral debut with the Hartford Symphony    
Orchestra sharing the soloist spotlight with violinist 
Joshua Bell (Houlihan has "the charisma and     
energy of a major soloist" and "strong interna-
tional potential" wrote the critic of The Hartford 
Courant). His debut compact disc on the Towerhill   
label was released in 2007 and the second in  
autumn 2009. 
 
He earned the "Prix de Perfectionnent" (equivalent 

to a university  artist's diploma in the US) from the French National Regional Conservatory in  
Versailles while still an undergraduate. During his studies in Versailles under Jean-Baptiste 
Robin, he also won "Le Prix des Amis de l'orgue de Versailles." He performed a benefit     
concert in Auxerre for research into Lou Gehrig's disease at the invitation of the Auxerre    
Rotary Club, among other recitals while in France as a student. 
 
 

During his full year of studies in France, Christopher also served as Assistant Musician at the 
American Cathedral in Paris. On a Sunday he was scheduled both to play the organ and   
conduct both choirs for the services, the cathedral received a few hours advance notice that 
the President and First Lady of the United States, Mr. and Mrs. George W. Bush, would attend. 
The Dean of the cathedral later wrote that he considered Christopher "one of the great     
heroes" of that challenging morning. 
 
Christopher is a graduate of Trinity College in Connecticut where he studied with John Rose, his 
organ teacher from the age of 12.  While at Trinity College. where he won the Helen      
Loveland Morris Prize in Music and graduated with honors, Christopher served for a year as 
Assistant Organist at the Cathedral of St. Joseph (Roman Catholic) and another year in the 
same role at Christ Church Cathedral (Episcopal), both in Hartford. For three years he was 
Assistant Organist at the Trinity College Chapel. 
 

Christopher is currently a graduate student of Paul Jacobs at The Juilliard School in New York. 
He was awarded two of the school's major scholarships, The Irene Diamond Graduate       
Fellowship, and The Chairman's Grant which was awarded by the president to "support     
students who have demonstrated exceptional potential for success at Juilliard." 
 
Prior to attending Trinity College, Christopher won the high school division First Prize of the 
Albert Schweitzer Organ National Competition at age 15. He has also twice won the      
Charlotte Hoyt Bagnall Scholarship for Church Musicians, and at Trinity was the first recipient 
of the John Rose Organ Scholarship. After the organ, his major passion is musical theater and 
he has many singing performance roles to his credit.  
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Church Building Design  
The very first First Presbyterian Church of Stamford, a wooden structure located at 90 Broad 
Street, was dedicated in 1854. One hundred years later, in 1954, the congregation voted to 
relocate to the present location on 10 acres of land at 1101 Bedford Street. Always      
considered a leader in the community, the First Presbyterian Church furthered its historical 
distinction when the new structure, with its modern facade and towering Carillon, earned the 

Church landmark status.  
 

Designed by Wallace K. Harrison, the new sanctuary was dedicated in March 1958. Its shape 
has been likened to that of a fish- a symbol used in early Christianity. The fish shape is      
apparent both in the profile and in the floor plan of the structure. Enhancing the unique shape 
of the church are the outstanding stained glass windows in the sanctuary, containing more than 
20,000 pieces of faceted glass and depicting the story of the Crucifixion and of the         
resurrection; and the 32 foot high cross faced with wood from the Canterbury Cathedral in 
England, which dominates the Chancel. 

 

The Organ 
The Visser-Rowland (Opus 87) organ is a 4-manual, 51-stop, 74-rank tracker organ made by 
Visser-Rowland Associates of Houston, Texas. The console, or keydesk, is detached from the 
organ case, allowing greater flexibility and ease of choral conducting. 
 

The design was conceived by Pieter Visser. The tonal scheme of the organ is adapted from 
Dutch organs of the mid-eighteenth century. Such a design calls for firm, bright principal tone, 
flutes which sound clear and deep, harmonious reed stops, and an abundance of incisive    
high-pitched stops which reinforce, rather than obscure the foundation tone. An organ of this 
type is versatile in the types of literature it can perform. It blends well with voices and other 
instruments, and, most importantly, it excels in leading congregational singing. 
 
Many different woods were used in constructing the organ. Most obvious are the mahogany 
case and white oak console. The four manual keyboards have ebony naturals and maple 
sharps, woods selected for their durability as well as appearance. The Zimblestern, which  

rotates at the top of the case, is basswood. The facade pipes (the largest of which is twenty feel 

tall) are flamed copper and polished tin and the Trumpet En Chemade is polished copper.   
 

T he  F i s h  C hu r ch 

We l co me  to  t he  P i pe  Or gan  E nco u n te r  We e k 
Welcome to the 3rd concert of the 2010 Pipe Organ Encounter for the American Guild of 
Organists New England state regions, June 27ñJuly 2, 2010. During this special week 34 
students, ages 13-18, studying the pipe organ, will have as their instructors 20+ of the area's 
finest church musicians and concert artists. They will practice at 18 area churches, tour and 
play some outstanding and priceless organs from the historic churches of New Haven to the 
many pipe organs of Yale University. Please join us for the other public concerts throughout this 

Pipe Organ Encounter Week. 
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Youôre Invited 

There will be 2 more public concerts in this jammed-pack Pipe Organ Encounter week. Each 
concert has notable artists and pipe organ venues from New Haven to Stamford. Please visit 
the POE website www.agoevents.org/2010/poe/region-1 to see the bios of the performers, 

the venues, and directions for each event. Free-will offering. A brief summary follows: 

 

Thursday, July 1, 7:30 PMñthe Faculty of the 2010 POE, Cathedral of Saint 

Augustine,  Bridgeport 

The students will want to see if their faculty can really performñand they sure can.  Some of 
the faculty and performers include Jeffrey Wood, Jay Lindsay, Dr. Joe Utterback, Dr. John 
Michniewicz, Bill Degan, Stephen Roberts, Leslie Smith, Galen Tate, Cheryl Duerr, Josiah       
Amres, Frank Martignetti and others. We will be using the rebuilt Moeller/Peragallo in the 

beautiful refurbished cathedral. 

 

Friday, July 2, 1:30 PMñour Rising Star Students, Chapel of the Holy Spirit, Sacred 

Heart University, Fairfield 

Many of our students are      
already accomplished pianists 
and intermediate-level trained 

organists. They will perform on 
the new Chapel Casavant pipe 
organ and a Steinway B Grand 
piano donated for use for this 
special weekõs event by S     
teinway Gallery of Westport, 
CT.  
 
Come join us cheer on our      
students in this very special          

concert!          

http://www.agoevents.org/2010/poe/region-1

